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May 27, 2015 
 
Dear 6th grade Parents, 
 
As many of you may already know, your child has the opportunity to study Latin in addition to 
taking a modern language in grades 7 and 8. By becoming a Latin scholar your child will 
strengthen English vocabulary and grammar skills and develop an awareness of the 
contributions of the Romans to modern culture. 
 
For the 2015-2016 school year, we will be piloting a new model for teaching and learning Latin. 
7th grade Latin will be offered in a blended learning format using an online curriculum from 
Middlebury Interactive Languages (www.middleburyinteractive.com). A Newton Latin teacher 
will guide your child through the Latin 1 curriculum via a combination of face-to-face and online 
interactions. By shifting to this new model we hope to maximize students’ exposure to a full 
Latin 1 curriculum and to mitigate the negative effects that absences and school cancellations 
have had on past programming. This is also an opportunity for students to add an additional 
Language to their schedule while maintaining more control over when and where they learn. In 
this blended face-to-face and online format, students will: 

● Meet face-to-face with their teacher in a classroom twice per six day cycle 
● Complete supervised independent work online during one of those two meetings 
● Have computer access and face-to-face teacher support after school on assigned days 
● Have the option of completing independent online work at home  
● Have access to online support from their teacher as needed 

 
This model offers the benefit of a quality curriculum created in collaboration with Middlebury 
College (www.middlebury.edu/mil), known for excellence in Foreign Language study. Students 
will receive instruction via video, audio, animation, instructional games, activities, and 
assessments while still benefitting from the support of their Latin teacher. In addition to 
providing an engaging learning format, this program will allow students to have consistent 
exposure to learning that regardless of absences, snow days, and other unavoidable conflicts 
that, in the past, have hindered the teaching and learning of Latin in the middle schools. 
 
As you consider signing your child up for this experience, you might think about the extent to 
which your child: 

● is interested in classical languages and literature, history, or mythology 
● would benefit from extra reinforcement of English vocabulary and grammar skills 
● enjoys analytical thinking, solving puzzles, and playing with language 
● is a self-motivated learner 
● enjoys working online 
● has the time management skills to be successful at an additional academic course. 
● will actively seek out help if needed 

 
We recommend that students taking Latin have home access to a computer and internet, as it 
will allow for more opportunities to practice and greater flexibility in pacing assignments; 
however, if your child does not have internet access at home, computer time will be scheduled 
in school once per cycle during the school day and available after school one day each week. 
 
Because the district purchases subscriptions to Middlebury Interactive per child, we expect that 
students will commit to two years of middle school Latin study, and we require that all 
students who begin the program finish, at minimum, 7th grade Latin.  
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If you are interested in signing up, please click here: 7th Grade Latin Sign Up Form. Or you may 
click on the link provided on the school’s website under “Announcements.” We will be 
accepting sign up forms until June 5, 2015.   If you have any additional questions about Latin 
or the Middle School World Language program, please feel free to contact me. I am looking 
forward to this exciting adventure in 21st century learning! 
 
Best Regards,  
 

 
Alison Mulligan 
Middle School World Language Coordinator 
Newton Public Schools 
mulligana@newton.k12.ma.us 
 
 


